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STUDY GUIDE FOR PENTATEUCH AND HISTORICAL WRITINGS

I.  GENESIS 1-11

THE FIRST ACCOUNT OF CREATION

GENESIS 1:1-2:4

DAY 1

DAY 2

DAY 3

DAY 4

DAY 5

DAY 6

DAY 7

WHAT DOES THIS TEXT SUGGEST ABOUT THE NATURE OF A DAY? 
(i.e. How is it reckoned and how is it measured?)

THE SECOND STORY OF CREATION

GENESIS 2:5-25

IMAGE OF GOD PORTRAYED: WHAT ACTIVITIES DOES GOD PERFORM?

THE FALL

CAIN & ABEL

ENOCH

METHUSALEH

LAMECH

NOAH

SHEM, HAM, JAPHETH

THE REASON FOR THE FLOOD

THE TOWER OF BABEL


II.  
TEXT: PBC Document on Interpretation of the Bible in the Church

New Jerome Biblical Commentary #65 (Inspiration), #69 (OT Interpretation)

Inspiration

Hypothesis

Method

Historical-Critical Method

Source Criticism

Form Criticism

Redaction Criticism

Historical Criticism

Literary Criticism

Rhetorical Criticism

Structural Criticism

Diachronic Reading

Synchronic Reading

Ecclesial Use of Scripture


III.   TEXTS: 
VATICAN II Dei Verbum

PBC Document on the Interpretation of the Bible  Papal Address

Revelation and Sacred Scripture

Old Testament

Relation of the Old Testament to the New Testament

Contribution of Pope Leo XIII

Contribution of Pope Pius XII

Providentissimus Deus

Divino Afflante Spiritu

Attacks of Rationalist Science

Excessive Emphasis on "Spiritual" Interpretation

Establishment of the Pontifical Biblical Commission

Vatican II Dei Verbum
Relation of Scripture to the Mystery of the Incarnation

IV.  TEXTS:
Genesis 12-50

Abraham

Abraham’s relatives

Sara(h)

Hagar

Keturah

Abraham’s sons

Origin and Travels of Abraham
Abraham’s call

God’s Promises to Abraham

Covenant Ritual

Isaac

Rebekah

Jacob and Esau

Laban

Significance of a Well

Jacob

Wives and Concubines of Jacob

Israel

The 12 Sons of Jacob

Joseph Cycle

Egypt

Goshen

Pharaoh


V.  TEXTS:
Exodus

Outline of the Book of Exodus

Date of the Exodus

Supply Cities of Pithom and Raameses

Shiphrah and Puah

Pharaoh of the Exodus

Bronze Age

Iron Age

“Paradigmatic History”

Theophany

Moses

Midian

Reuel

Zipporah

Gershom

Aaron

Miriam

The Ten Plagues

Passover  Ritual (Pesach)

The Song of Moses

Sojourn in the Wilderness

Journey by Stages

Manna

Mount Sinai

Covenant Ritual

The Law

The Ten Commandments

· Exodus 20:1-17

· Dt. 5:6-21

The Holy Place

The Dwelling

The Tent of Meeting

The Ark of the Covenant

The Golden Calf


VI.  TEXTS:
Leviticus

The Sacrificial System

--Holocausts

--Cereal Offerings

--Peace Offerings

--Sin Offerings: Priests, Princes, Private Persons

--Portions for the Priests

Ceremony of Ordination

--Persons Ordained

--Ritual Washing

Priestly Garments

--Tunic

--Sash

--Ephod

--Urim & Thummim

--Mitre

--Diadem

Anointing with Oil

--The Dwelling

--The Altar

--The Head of the Priest

The Priestly Tradition

Presence/Absence of YHWH

Holiness

Responsibility of the Priests

Aaron

Nadab & Abihu

Eleazar & Ithamar

Holy and Profane

Clean and Unclean

Holiness Code

Holiness and Justice

Feasts: Passover, Pentecost, Booths, Yom Kippur, Jubilee


VII.  TEXTS:
Numbers

Division of the Book

The Priestly Tradition

The Census of the Israelites

The Twelve Tribes

Arrangement of the Tribes

The Meeting Tent

The Levites

Ransom of the Firstborn

A Suspected Adultress

Nazirites

The Priestly Blessing (Nb. 6:24-26)

Age Limits for Priestly Service

The Silver Trumpets

Hobab, son of Reuel the Midianite

The People’s Complaint

The Manna

The Spirit on the Elders

Eldad and Medad

The Quail

The Authority of Moses

Leprosy of Miriam

The 12 Scouts

Hoshea, son of Nun

Report of the Spies

A Single Cluster of Grapes

Land flowing with Milk and Honey

Nephilim

Tassels on the Cloak

Korah

Dathan and Abiram

Tithes paid by the Levites

The Sin of Moses and Aaron

The Bronze Serpent

Moab

Sihon

Nephilim

Balaam

Balak

The Talking Ass

Oracles of Balaam

Phineas

The Second Census

The Feasts

The Midianites

Gad and Reuben Tribes

Stages on the Journey

Entry into the Promised Land


VIII.  TEXTS:
Deuteronomy

Division of the Book of Deuteronomy

'erets

The Priestly Tradition

The Deuteronomistic Tradition

"The Deuteronomists"

"The Deuteronomic History"

Themes of the Pentateuch

"The Plot of the Pentateuch"

The Authority of Moses

The Torah

The Book of the Covenant

2 Kings 22

King Josiah

Levites

Scribes

The Prophetic Tradition

The Book of Jeremiah

The Shema -- Dt. 6:4-5

"Year of Release"

Orphans, Widows, Resident Aliens


The Arabah

Horeb

Edom

Moab

Ammon

Sihon

Og

Idolatry

Cities of Refuge

The Decalogue -- Dt. 5:6-21

Instruction to Children -- Dt. 6:20ff

The Golden Calf

Blessing and Curse -- Dt. 11:26ff

The Month of Abib

Rights of the Firstborn

Levirate Marriage

Tithes

The Covenant

Joshua's Call

Joshua's Commission

The Ark of the Covenant

The Song of Moses

The Death of Moses

The Burial of Moses


IX.  TEXTS:  Pentateuch and other Old Testament texts, New Testament, Sacraments

The Feasts of Israel and the Sacraments of the Church

Using the Scriptures, identify details about each of these religious feasts and observances.  
Note the Old Testament Texts, the New Testament Texts, and the Sacramental associations.

Term


Texts
O.T.


N.T


Sacraments

Sabbath

Passover

Unleavened Bread

Feast of Weeks

Feast of Booths

Day of Atonement

The First Sheaf

New Moon

Jubilee

Festival of Lights

Other Biblical Terms associated with worship

High Places

First Fruits

Tithe

Acclamations

Amen

Halleluiah

Priesthood

Sacrifice


X.  TEXTS:
Introduction to Joshua, Judges, I-II Samuel, I-II Kings

General Content of these books:

Joshua

Judges

I Samuel

II Samuel

I Kings

II Kings

Details in the Narrative:

Nature of Leadership in Israel in each era

Prophets

Enemies of Israel

Judges

Kings

Approximate Dates

Role of Archaeology

Descriptive Terms:

The Normative Canon in Judaism

The Prophetic Canon

The Former Prophets

The Latter Prophets

The Deuteronomistic History

The Deuteronomist(s)

The Crisis of 587


XI.  TEXTS:
The Book of Joshua

Joshua

Outline of the Book

Nature of Leadership in Israel

Enemies of Israel

Approximate Dates

Role of Archaeology

Rahab

Canaanites

Hittites

Hivites

Perizzites

Girgashites

Amorites

Jebusites

Ceasing of the Manna

Crossing of the Jordan

Ark of the Covenant

Role of the Priests in the Crossing

Rites at Gilgal

Jericho

Captain of the Host of the Lord

Mount Ebal

Gibeonites' Deception

The Book of Jashar

Theories concerning the nature of the Conquest


Onslaught


Infiltration


Internal Struggle

Division of the Land

The Eastern Tribes


Reuben


Gad


East Manasseh

The Western Tribes


Caleb


Judah


Joseph: Ephraim, Manasseh


Benjamin


Simeon


Zebulun


Issachar


Asher


Naphtali


Dan

The Levite Tribe

Cities of Asylum

Levitical Cities

The Problem of the Altar beside the Jordan

Phinehas

Renewal of the Covenant at Shechem

Treaty format

The Death of Joshua


XII.  TEXTS:
The Book of Judges

Judges

Structure of the Book

Nature of Leadership in Israel

Enemies of Israel

Approximate Dates

Role of Archaeology

Peoples in Canaan

Identify for Each Judge:

Name
Tribe/Family Clan

The Enemy

Exploits
# Years as Judge

Othniel

Ehud

Shamgar

Deborah

Gideon

Tola

Jair

Jephthah

Ibzan

Elon

Abdon

Samson


Other Figures:

The Baals and the Asherahs

Barak

Jael

Jerubaal

Abimelech

Jotham

Manoah

Delilah

Micah

The Danites

Places:

Gilgal

Timnah

Shechem

Gaza

Laish

Gibeah

A Word:

Shibboleth
Othniel, son of Caleb's younger brother Kenaz,

Cushan-rishathaim, king of Aram Naharaim

Ehud the Benjaminite, son of Gera, who was left-handed.

Eglon, king of Moab, In alliance with the Ammonites and Amalekites

Shamgar, son of Anath, who slew six hundred Philistines with an oxgoad. 

Deborah the prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, She used to sit under Deborah's palm tree, situated between Ramah and Bethel in the mountain region of Ephraim

Barak, son of Abinoam, from Kedesh of Naphtali.

the Canaanite king, Jabin, who reigned in Hazor. The general of his army was Sisera, who dwelt in Harosheth-ha-goiim. 


Jael, wife of the Kenite Heber, since Jabin, king of Hazor, and the family of the Kenite Heber were at peace with one another

Gideon under the terebinth in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite

Midian; the two princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb, killing Oreb at the rock of Oreb and Zeeb at the wine press of Zeeb


Abimelech, son of Jerubbaal, went to his mother's kinsmen in Shechem,


Jotham, son of Jerubbaal

Tola the Issacharite, son of Puah, son of Dodo, a resident of Shamir in the mountain region of Ephraim.

Jair the Gileadite 

Jephthah the Gileadite, born to Gilead of a harlot. 


the Ammonites


When Jephthah returned to his house in Mizpah, it was his daughter who came forth, playing the tambourines and dancing

Ibzan of Bethlehem

Elon the Zebulunite 

Abdon the Pirathonite, son of Hillel

Samson, son of a man from Zorah, of the clan of the Danites, whose name was Manoah


the Philistines

Because the Israelites had offended the LORD by forgetting the LORD, their God, and serving the Baals and the Asherahs, the anger of the LORD flared up against them.

The spirit of the LORD came upon him, and he judged Israel. 

"The LORD is with you, O champion!" 

"My family is the meanest in Manasseh, and I am the most insignificant in my father's house." 

In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what he thought best. 


XIII.  TEXTS:
The Books of I-II Samuel
Prophets

Kings

Nature of Leadership in Israel

Enemies of Israel

Approximate Dates

Role of Archaeology

"Former Prophets" 

The Samuel-Saul-David narratives depend on several written sources: 

· a Samuel cycle

· two sets of stories about Saul and David

· a family history of David (2 Sam 9-20; 1 Kings 1-2)

2 Sam 7 - the oracle of Nathan; compare to:



· 2 Chron 17

· Psalm 89:19-37

· Psalm 132:11-13 

· Acts 2:30

· Hebrews 1:5

Rise of Samuel

Elkanah

· Hannah

· Peninnah

Shiloh

Eli the priest 

nazirite

the Philistines 

all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba 

Hophni and Phinehas

the Ark of God 

Ichabod

Ashdod: the temple of Dagon; Gath; Ekron

Hemorrhoids and a great and deadly plague of mice 

Five golden hemorrhoids and five golden mice 

Beth-shemesh; Joshua the Beth-shemite 

Kiriath-jearim

the house of Abinadab 

Eleazar 

Mizpah

Ebenezer

Bethel, Gilgal, Mizpah and Ramah

Joel and Abijah

Beer-sheba

the man of God; the seer 


The Career of Saul and the Rise of David

Saul's family:

· Kish

· Jonathan , Ishvi, and Malchishua

· Merob and Michal

· Ahinoam, the daughter of Ahimaaz

· Abner, son of Saul's uncle, Ner

Amalek

"I regret having made Saul king"

The Glory of Israel 

Bethlehem

Jesse 

Eliab, Abinadab, Shammah and four others

David

Goliath of Gath

"Saul has slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands."

Adriel the Meholathite

Ahimelech, the priest of Nob

Mizpeh of Moab 

Doeg the Edomite 

Abiathar, son of Ahimelech, son of Ahitub

Nabal, and his wife, Abigail

Ahinoam of Jezreel

Palti, son of Laish, from Gallim, and Michal

a woman in Endor who is a medium

Mount Gilboa

David’s Kingship

Hebron

Ishbaal, son of Saul

These were born to David in Hebron:

· Amnon, of Ahinoam from Jezreel

· Chileab, of Abigail the widow of Nabal of Carmel

· Absalom, son of Maacah the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur

· Adonijah, son of Haggith

· Shephatiah, son of Abital 

· Ithream, of David's wife Eglah 

Meribbaal; lame in both feet

Jerusalem, the stronghold of Zion, which is the City of David

Those who were born to David in Jerusalem: 

Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, Ibhar, Elishua, 
Nepheg, Japhia, Elishama, Baaliada, and Eliphelet.

Uzzah

Obed-edom 

At the turn of the year, when kings go out on campaign

Bathsheba, daughter of Eliam, wife of Uriah the Hittite

Joab, son of Zeruiah

Nathan and "the poor man's ewe lamb"

Solomon

Jedidiah

Tamar and Amnon

Absalom and Ahithophel the Gilonite

the last words of David


XIV.  TEXTS:
The Books of I-II Kings

Kings

Prophets

Nature of Leadership in Israel

Enemies of Israel

Approximate Dates

Role of Archaeology

The End of David’s Reign and the Rise of Solomon

Abishag the Shunamite

Adonijah, son of Haggith

Joab, son of Zeruiah

Abiathar the priest

Zadok the priest, Benaiah, son of Jehoiada

Nathan the prophet

Shimei and his companions, the pick of David's army

Solomon

Gihon

Cherethites and Pelethites

The horns of the altar

Shimei, son of Gera, the Benjaminite of Bahurim

The City of David

The high places

Gibeon

Twelve commissaries for all Israel 

The Wisdom of Solomon

· The two harlots and the child

· Solomon also uttered three thousand proverbs, 

· and his songs numbered a thousand and five. 

· He discussed plants, from the cedar on Lebanon to the hyssop growing out of the wall, and he spoke about beasts, birds, reptiles, and fishes. 

Hiram, king of Tyre

The Temple

The Holy of Holies

Jachin and Boaz

The sea 

The Temple's solemn dedication:

· transfer of the ark of the covenant into the newly constructed temple building, and the oracle of God's acceptance (I Kings 9:3-9), 

· His act of possession (I Kings 8:10-13)


The forced labor which King Solomon levied in order to build:

· the temple of the LORD

· his palace

· Millo

· the wall of Jerusalem

· Hazor, Megiddo, Gezer, Lower Beth-horon, Baalath, Tamar in the desert of Judah

· all his cities for supplies, cities for chariots and for horses, 

· and whatever else Solomon decided should be built in Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and in the entire land under his dominion. 

The fleet at Ezion-geber, near Elath on the shore of the Red Sea in Edom

The queen of Sheba

Many foreign women (Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, Hittites)

Strange gods:

· Astarte, the goddess of the Sidonians

· Milcom, the idol of the Ammonites

· Chemosh, the idol of Moab, 

· Molech, the idol of the Ammonites


Hadad the Edomite

Rezon, the son of Eliada

Solomon's servant Jeroboam, son of Nebat, an Ephraimite from Zeredah 

The prophet Ahijah the Shilonite

Rehoboam

Shemaiah, a man of God

Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim

Two calves of gold in Bethel and in Dan

Shishak, king of Egypt
The book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah

The book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel
Samaria

Ahab, son of Omri

Jezebel, daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians

Elijah the Tishbite
Mount Carmel

The mountain of God, Horeb

Elisha, son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah

Naboth the Jezreelite
Micaiah, son of Imlah

The guild prophets 
Athaliah, the mother of Ahaziah

the Assyrian Tiglath-pileser III

Hezekiah

Isaiah, son of Amoz
Sennacherib

Josiah

The book of the law in the temple of the LORD

Pharaoh Neco 
Jehoiakin and Zedekiah
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon


Deuteronomic editor

· the "book of the acts of Solomon" (1 Kings 11:41) 

· the "book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel" (1 Kings 14:19), 

· the fidelity to Yahweh of rulers and people

· editorial framework of the reigns of individual kings 

· stereotyped formulas

· the achievements of the king reported--his fidelity or lack of fidelity to Yahweh

· a narrative of sin and retribution

"The Rise and Fall of the Israelite Monarchy."

One may speak of two editions of the Books: 

· the first at some time between 621 B.C. and 597 B.C., 

· and the second, final edition during the Exile; probably shortly after Jehoiachin was released from his Babylonian prison (561 B.C.).

I Kings carries the history of Israel from the last days and death of David to the accession in Samaria of Ahaziah, son of Ahab, near the end of the reign of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah. 

Two large cycles of traditions which grew up around the great prophetic figures of Elijah and Elisha, the former in I Kings, the latter chiefly in II Kings, interrupt the sequence of regnal chronicles

· Very probably preserved and transmitted by the prophetic communities to which there are references in the same traditions. 

· The Elijah cycle dramatically underscores Israel's critical struggle with the religion of Canaan.

The principal divisions of the Books of Kings are:

I. The Reign of Solomon (1 Kings 1:1-11:43) 

II. Judah and Israel to the Time of Ahab (1 Kings 12:1-16:34) 

III. Stories of the Prophets (1 Kings 17:1-22:54) 

IV. The Kingdoms of Israel and Judah (2 Kings 1:1-17:41) 

V. The Kingdom of Judah after 721 B.C. (2 Kings 18:1-25:30) 


XV.  TEXTS:
The Cycle of Elijah & Elisha in the Books of I-II Kings



I Kings 17- II Kings 

Elijah the Tishbite

· Malachi 3:18(23-24)

· Matthew 17:10-13

· Luke 1:17

Tishbe in Gilead

Ahab

Jezebel, the Tyrian

Worship of Baal 

Wadi Cherith

Ravens

Zarephath of Sidon

A widow

“A handful of flour in my jar and a little oil in my jug”

Samaria

Obadiah

Elijah is here!

All Israel

Mount Carmel

The four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal

The four hundred prophets of Asherah

The brook Kishon 

Jezreel

"This is enough, O LORD! Take my life, for I am no better than my fathers."

A hearth cake and a jug of water

"Get up and eat, else the journey will be too long for you!"

The mountain of God, Horeb

"Why are you here, Elijah?"

Compare the divine manifestations to Elijah with those to Moses:

· Exodus 19:1-23; 33:21-23; 34:5; Deut 4:10-15 

· Though various phenomena, such as wind, storms, earthquakes, fire (Exodus 19:18-19), herald the divine presence, they do not constitute the presence itself which, like the tiny whispering sound, is imperceptible and bespeaks the spirituality of God. 

· Elijah, whose mission it was to re-establish the covenant and restore the pure faith, returned to Horeb where the covenant was revealed to Moses and through him to the Israelite people (Exodus 3:1-4, 17; 33:18-34:9). 

· Moses and Elijah appeared with Christ at the time of his transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-9; Mark 9:1-7; Luke 9:28-36).

Elijah’s commission to anoint:

· Hazael as king of Aram (2 Kings 8:7-19)

· Jehu, son of Nimshi, as king of Israel (2 Kings 9:1-10)

· Elisha, son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah, as prophet to succeed him


      (1 Kings 19:19-21)

Naboth the Jezreelite

"Have you found me out, my enemy?"

Ahaziah

Baalzebub, the god of Ekron

The guild prophets

"May I receive a double portion of your spirit."

Elijah's mantle

"Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?"

"Go up, baldhead," they shouted, "go up, baldhead!"

Two she-bears and forty-two children

Mesha, king of Moab

Chemosh, the Moabite god

A Shunammite woman

Gehazi

Naaman, the army commander of the king of Aram

"Go and wash seven times in the Jordan.”

King Joash of Israel

The bones of Elisha

